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PREFACE

Newspapers, magazines and radio and television stations all over
the world had reported on the proceedings of the Summit Conference
in Addis Ababa, often from various angles. Such reports, of course, had
not satisfied the curiosity of those who were far away but were wat-
ching the Conference with keen interest. Nothing but a detailed and
correct recording of the proceedings of the Conference can meet the
demands of these people.

Not only to meet such demands but also to constitute the record of
the proceedings of the Conference, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Ethiopia had recently published in two volumes the work of the Pre-
paratory Conference of Foreign Ministers, the text of the speeches by
the various Heads of State and Government as well as the Charter and
the resolutions adopted by the Conference. This was a complete work
and naturally had to be big in size.

The purpose of this book is again to provide as much documenta-
tive information on the Conference as possible. However, this book
does not contain all the speeches of the various Heads of State and Go-
vernment in verbatim. Instead only excerpts have been included whe-
re the speeches are long. Great care has been taken to ensure that no
suggestions, recommendations or proposals made by any Head of State
and Government are omitted.

An important feature of this book is the illustrations. Some 90 pho-
tographs representing the various stages of the Conference and the
activities of the Heads of State and Government are printed in this
book in the hope that they will give a clear picture to the readers about
the whole Conference. The photographs were taken by the staff of the
Ministry of Information of Ethiopia, and have been selected from
among hundreds in order to make them as representative as possible.

This book, in short, is an «everyman’s edition». Those who want
still more details are referred to the publications of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia.
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Large crowds of Ethiopians
assembled at the Bole Inter-
national Airport to accord
welcome and extend traditio-
nal hospitality to the visiting
leaders.

ETHIOPIA
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A single Charter for the whole of Africa,
containing as many as 33 Chapters, was signed at
Addis Ababa on May 25, 1963, at the conclusion of
a four-day Conference of Heads of Independent
African States sequel to an 8-day Foreign Ministers’
meeting. The signing ceremony was inspiring,
exciting and, indeed, impressive. It marked the
laying of a firm foundation for Africa’s unity and
progress and the opening of a new chapter in the
political history of the Continent.

The event was unique and significant in many
respects. The decisions of the Conference refiected
the desires and aspirations of nearly 250 million
inhabitants of this Continent who live under simi-
lar or different political systems and of whom a
little over 200 million are breathing the free air of

ICAN UNITY

independence. The hopes of the colonislists to see
a divided Africa are forever blighted and the de-
sires of the Africans to build up a united Africa
are being fulfilled. As such, the Addis Ababa Con-
ference, which made these epoch-making accompli-
shments possible, is significant not only to Afri-
cans but also to all people who love peace and free-
dom all over the world.

Brotherly Feelings

For the first time in the history of Africa,
Heads of State and Governments of 31 Indspen-
dent African States, North and South of the Sakara
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